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Janathel Shaw’s April solo show, SOLIDAREity! is an affirmation of 

the strength, spirit and reality of Blacks in America. These figurative 

pieces both drawings and sculpture look out boldly in the audience.   

The inspiration for this new series heralds to the lost souls, activists 

and community of people that have added to the richness of the 

American landscape.  The portraits incorporate texture, rich deep lines and are anchored in contrast.  Several 

pieces are rooted in a defiant solidarity of consciousness, soulfulness, and personal voice.  Some of the works 

are dark in tone as a reminder of our recent travails.   

To quote Niki Giovanni, “ If Black History Month is not viable then wind does not carry the seeds and drop them 

on fertile ground rain does not dampen the land and encourage the seeds to root sun does not warm the earth 

and kiss the seedlings and tell them plain: You’re As Good As Anybody Else You’ve Got A Place Here, Too.”  Yes 

the prose was written for Black History Month but the statement 

still resonates. 

Our political climate is even more divisive, driven by fear and 

prejudice.  What has birthed from this movement is a re-

awakening of rebellion and solidarity on the grass roots level and 

national level.  We are not going to return to periods of dark racist 

times.  Jim Crow will not be embraced and our young are going 

to continue to keep marching.  We too are America and are part 

of it’s rich past and future. 

Ms. Shaw is a graduate of George Washington University, has 

recently exhibited in at the University of the District of Columbia, 

recognized in Art as Politics at Touchstone Gallery which 

generated a lot publicity, and exhibited at NCECA in Kansas City 

with Baltimore Clayworks.  She is the recipient of the Lorena 

Salter Fellowship at Baltimore Clayworks, has been cited in 

Studio Potter, Ceramics Monthly and Ceramics Technical. She is 

a member of Touchstone Gallery. She is also an educator. 

Please see the gallery’s website www.touchstonegallery.com  for additional information, or call 202-347-2787. 
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