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KATHERINE L. BECKER

Artist Statement

My work -- typically vibrant and often with multiple elements or panels -- uses 

geometric shape, color and the interaction of shapes and colors to express thoughts, 

feelings and observations in an abstract manner.   What makes such abstract 

expression notable is that it runs counter to the precise verbal expression fostered by 

my education and experience, setting up a creative challenge of communicating non-

verbally through the interaction of color and shape.  

Almost invariably, the media of these pieces are acrylics on wood, fiberboard or, 

more recently, canvas.  While the non-canvas pieces often have a third dimension of 

depth, projecting away from a wall, my current work on canvas, highlighted, for 

example, in the Inversion Series, is two-dimensional with perception of a third 

dimension.

Although the expression is mine, I hope the resulting abstraction allows the viewer 

to experience the abstraction from whatever perspective(s) the viewer may bring to a 

particular piece.  Deliberately so, there are no right or wrong interpretations.

My work is a synthesis of the internal -- what I am thinking and feeling at the 

moment -- and the external -- what is happening more broadly around me, including 

music and politics.  Reflecting my own aesthetic bias (as well as the nature of the 

shapes and colors), these pieces offer to the viewer a visual rhythm, what I call "the 

geometry of abstraction."  

For more information, please visit my website:  www.KatherineBeckerArt.com.

http://www.KatherineBeckerArt.com
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KATHERINE L. BECKER

Resume

Katherine Becker has been creating three-dimensional, geometric wall sculptures for more than 

15 years in the metropolitan Washington, D.C. area, where she lives with her spouse and 

sometime-collaborator, Paula.  

These pieces reflect the strong influence of artists such as Frank Stella, Gene Davis and Harvey 

Littleton.   Acknowledging and distilling the impact of these artists, Katherine refers to her work 

with the shorthand "The Geometry of Abstraction:  Shape + Color + Interaction©."

Spurred by a curator's thoughtful critique, Katherine has expanded the scope of her geometric 

abstractions from acrylic on wood to acrylic on larger-format canvas.  (Recent examples of this 

work are included in her Inversion Series.)  The presentation of her work continues to evolve but 

its essence -- the interaction of shape and color --  is unchanged.

Katherine is a member of the Washington Project for the Arts. 

For more information, please go to:  www.KatherineBeckerArt.com.

http://www.KatherineBeckerArt.com


Dear Ms. Brantley,
 
It is my absolute pleasure to recommend Katherine Becker for 
membership with Touchstone Gallery.
 
Katherine and I worked together as legislative attorneys at the U.S. 
Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) for almost 17 years, 
and have stayed in touch since her retirement in 2017.  The legislation 
division is a small office, with only 6 attorneys and two administrative 
staff, and we work very closely together to help carry out HHS's 
legislative agenda.
 
While at HHS, Katherine took on a portfolio that focused on the needs 
of the nation's most vulnerable people, working on issues affecting 
children (including the Head Start program and children who are 
homeless or in foster care), rural and Indian communities, people with 
disabilities and those with substance abuse or mental health  disorders.  
Katherine was a natural fit for this part of the Department's work, as she 
is an extremely compassionate person who cares deeply about social 
justice and helping others.  She was immensely popular with her client 
offices and the other attorneys in HHS who work on these programs, all 
of whom spoke frequently of her dedication, keen intellect, ability to 
broker compromises, patience, and sense of humor.
 
Within the legislation division, Katherine was far more than just a 
respected colleague.  She was the one we all went to when we needed 
advice on work or personal matters, or to hear her take on a funny or 
strange story.  Katherine is a voracious reader of all news materials, an 
excellent judge of character, and a thoughtful listener--the sort who can 
bring clarity to just about situation, no matter how tricky.  She is also 
deeply funny.  It has been over a year since she retired, and we still feel 
a bit lost without her.
 
I am certain you and the other members of your gallery would find 
Katherine to be a wonderful addition.  Please feel free to contact me at 
thayer.nelson@hhs.gov or 301-922-1908 if you'd like to discuss 

mailto:thayer.nelson@hhs.gov


Katherine's qualifications further. I’d be happy to expand on my 
recommendation and answer any questions you may have.
 
Best wishes,
 
Thayer
Thayer Nelson 
HHS/OGC/Legislation Division 
Rm 435G-Humphrey Bldg 
Washington DC 20201 
(202) 690-7773
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