
JENNY SINGLETON 

Artist Statement 

I paint vibrantly colored and richly detailed calligraphic abstractions. My images seem to me 

contemporary but tied to antiquity. They suggest dreams and totems, and sometimes address 

issues that move me strongly, but they always avoid explicit storytelling. A recurrent theme is the 

tension between creation and destruction, order and chaos. 

I am influenced by traditional and contemporary art of the Islamic world, modern American painters 

like Philip Taaffe, Thomas Nozkowski, and Charline von Heyl, and plants. I am especially attracted 

to contemporary art that builds on the long heritage of Arabic calligraphy, like the work of Shirin 

Neshat and Shahzia Sikander. These women have transcended cultural borders to make art rooted 

in their own traditions while addressing current issues for a global audience. From my Western 

perspective, I try to inventively incorporate elements of the Mideastern art I love in my own work. 

As for technique, I create tension between control and intentional lack of control in my brushwork, 

often by applying a loose and intuitively painted underlayer that is refined and elaborated - and 

sometimes almost obliterated - by more controlled overlying layers. I use unorthodox color 

combinations to awaken the eye, and mix mediums into the acrylic paint to create texture and 

highlight the physicality of the work. 



JENNY SINGLETON 

e-mail: jennysingletonstudio@gmail.com 
website: jennysingletonstudio.com 

ABOUT ME: 

I am an abstract painter with a day job in the civil service. I was born in the UK to British and American 
parents but have largely lived in Maryland since early childhood. Art has been of  core importance to me 
since I was a child, but I did not have a chance to pursue it academically until mid-adulthood. When I did so, 
I found the experience extremely motivating, and have painted and developed my ‘voice’ ever since.  At this 
point, I strongly desire to be part of  an artistic community with which my aesthetic is compatible, and that 
is why I am seeking admission to your co-op. Besides painting and working, I am a parent and have had 
extensive volunteer experience over the years, particularly in Indivisible, elementary education, and ESOL.   

EXHIBITS: 

2017 50/50 Artists’ Reunion Show, juried group show, Bernice Kish Gallery, Columbia, MD 

2016 Borderlines, solo show, McLean Project for the Arts, McLean, VA 

2016 (June) Viewpoints 2016, annual international juried exhibition, Studio Montclair and Aljira: A Center 
for Contemporary Art, Newark, NJ  

2015 A Foot in the Door, juried group show, Washington ArtWorks, Rockville, MD 

2015 Abstract Catalyst, juried group show, Verum Ultimum Gallery, Portland, OR 

2015 New Directions ’15, annual national juried exhibition, Barrett Art center, Poughkeepsie, NY 
(Jurist: Janet Bishop, Weisel Family Curator of  Painting and Sculpture, SFMOMA) 

2015 Deliberate Distortions, juried group show, The Studio Door Gallery, San Diego, CA 

2015 Regional Juried Exhibition, Hill Center Galleries, Washington, DC 
(Jurist: Mark Leithauser, Senor Curator and Chief  of  Design, National Gallery of  Art) 

2015 Jenny Singleton: Paintings, solo show, The Grand Opera House, Wilmington, DE 

2014 Lotta Art, juried art auction, School 33, Baltimore, MD 

2014 Absolutely Abstract, juried annual group show, Philadelphia Sketch Club, Philadelphia, PA 

2014 Passion for Color, two-person show, Bernice Kish Gallery, Columbia, MD 

2012 Working the Borders, solo show, Storage Space Gallery, Towson University, Towson, MD 

2011 Juried annual student show, Center for the Arts Gallery, Towson University, Towson, MD 



AWARDS: 

2014 Honorable Mention, Absolutely Abstract, juried annual group show, Philadelphia Sketch Club, 
Philadelphia, PA 

2011 Painting Faculty Award, for work in Towson University juried annual student show 



EDUCATION: 

Extensive coursework completed toward BA in Fine Arts, Painting/Drawing concentration, Towson 
University, Towson, MD 

MA, Near East Studies, Princeton University, Princeton, NJ 

BS, Arabic/Sociology, Georgetown University, Washington, DC 

ONLINE JURIED LISTING: 

The Painting Center Art File, The Painting Center, New York, NY 

REVIEW: 

Borderlines was reportedly featured in a segment on Voice of  America’s Farsi language broadcast, per the 
McLean Project for the Arts gallery director, who was interviewed for it, September 2016 

Abstraction and Realism Meet in Kish Gallery Exhibit, Mike Giuliano, Baltimore Sun, 22 May 2014 



jennysingletonstudio.com


Jenny Singleton is interested in Full Membership Status

http://jennysingletonstudio.com


Carolyn Case 
1301 Mount Royal Ave 

Baltimore, Maryland, 21217 

May 7, 2018 

To Whom It May Concern: 

I am happy to be writing a letter in support of a wonderful artist and person, Jenny 
Singleton. I had the pleasure of working with her for several years at Towson 
University while she was a student there. Even though I taught there for several years 
and had a number of students, she is one that I wouldn’t forget. She was extremely 
dedicated and inquisitive, she raised the level of all those around her with her hard 
work and passion for her pursuit in the arts. Ms. Singleton remained in touch after she 
graduated inviting me to many of her exhibitions, and I was thrilled to see she 
maintained her dedication. She has grown and matured since her time as a student, 
and now is a strong and fully formed artist.  

Evident in her work, she is invested in contemporary painting and devoted to the craft 
of painting. She utilized a breadth of painting vocabulary to develop her ambiguous 
space and dream like visions. This artistic vocabulary is informed by her impressive 
academic background in the Middle Eastern studies.  

Besides Ms. Singleton’s artistic strengths, she is incredibly reliable and hard working. 
She is perfectly suited to work in a coop gallery where work and responsibility is 
shared.  She is an open and kind individual and someone you would love to work 
alongside. I would be happy to answer specific questions or speak more about Ms. 
Singleton, please feel free to reach out to me. 

Sincerely, 
Carolyn Case 
ccase@mica.edu
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